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Skamaoin County Pioneer

A stem-mining weevil is being monitored as it eats through'Dalmatian toadflax,

Weevil munches its way through a
‘noxious weed at Home Valley site

It Home Valley, the Dal-
motinn  tosdfiax  populsiva
Hiay & woW Cioatty, A Rtiem-
muning weevil, Mecinus. jun-
thines, lmy mnis hsell at
lennie, eating ity way through
one of Skamunip Calnty/'s
least wanted noxious weeds.

This. fitursl blological
cantmol | (G biocuhtrol) wis
first relese at the stae Be-
phrtmant of Trihsptetiion
sife fows yenrs pgo.  There
was bne mofe release, e sie
now reveals shriveled, dying
stems,  hnffthewed | leaves,
‘and veEy [EW Seeils.

Through the Triegested
Weadl  Contrall Project, @
state-wide program, adrinis
feyed Dyl Wishitgran Siate
Universiy  Extemsion.  and
fanded by the Farest Servies,
hiocontrel ngenls um provid-
b8l o Sest o lindowness
und land manugers © manage
weed infestation.

DBelore o bloconus agent
cin be released. it underzaes
rigorolls [esting 1o dotemiine
what effects it muy heveon
speries other (i Ue 1arget
wasaid: Researchens expose thi
ingecty oy native il cultivat-
ed plams. Tnsects may be cx-
pused 10 over 80 plints spe-
cies and tesung pan fakeup v

L5 yeurs W comipl e

Aller reviewing the re-
sults, the Department ol Agri-
culiure’s Afiimal and | Pling
Iealthi  Tospection Sirvice
(LSDA = AFHIS: o great ag-
rotiym) determings whither
the insect 15 safe to release
andd ssties relsise permils.

“When we get a new

weed from gnother couniry,
thiey come withour gy s
vl enamies aml 1he woed gom
1o live the good life without
ay matiml controls,” says
Totd  Murmy,  Skaminin
Counly’s WSLI Extension 2d-
ueator. “Biological control
tzuniles e nen-native waed
with s own Aaturpl! pests
mike [ile hurder for  the
weeds in Skammusia Coungy.”

Relosse sites ure selected
by a collzhomtion berwesn
thie cotnty’s weed contryl of-
fice and londowners. public
or privatte. W&y, asite is at
least one acee, and) wall have
no planped majpr soll distur-
bance such py developmant,
tilling or nwwing.

Tivgontrol  can  sume-
1imes he used with othtceon-
tral mathiids byl @ strateioy (s
needed 1o he gffective. Re-
sults vidry vver o depent-
ing on conditions and weed

amd inseet species; bun im-
cts may be nuticodbls wilhi-
i theee o five years.

With an ultimate goal of
canlrtl, noL eomplete eradice-
tiom Selected sifes s moni-
tired up o 10 years,

I Skamanis County, Bio-
control agents huve been re-
leased through TWOP since
UNE In 2009, ning reledses
wigling 22200 insects were
done ‘w conrol Dalmetian
roudflax, Cunadi 1histle and
diffuse andl spitied
lnsipweal.

“Onr mosisucesslul and
encouraging site dn 2008 hus
been the dmmutic reduction
in Dalmatian  (oadilas a1

Home Valley in Skamania
County.” says Joomifel An-
dreas; the [WCP dirzotor.

Reltases of bioconal
agelits ure sl for March 2010
for Canacda thistle and May
20100 for Sgowh  broom.
Contact. Jennifer Andreas 1o
cxperience a felense of learn
more nooul beontml agents

You ciun call the County s
Noxinus Weed Control!| pid-
gruin. courdinalor,  Justin

- Bush; ar-300-427-3241 or go
e the new  websile,
wivsvshamanuowsiiedu/
noxicisweads!
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